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Britains Prince George Is Christened in London
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CEOs for
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Chae paisl yeur telling forelgn
oompanles o clean up thelr
acts. Mames ranging from Ap-
ple Imc. to Starbuchs Corp. to
Wolliwweaprt A kv corme un-
T |EReTie Scraiany Trofm pov-
ernment contrilled media for
the way they treat Chimese
st T

Hi eneeilives Al o of
the worlds begpest mullina-
tona] cofpailed could per-
haps be forgiven if they feit a
s of wiplash oo YWednes-
dary, when the country's top
Comnrmurit Parry offioal paab-
Ly sought thalr sdvie,

“Mlany of you. are re-
nwned enlrepreneurs and
busines leaders in the world
today and you all have pro
found Insbeht os e global
efonimy, 2o Lhat & why we
attach great Emportance to
the sugpestions you offer”
Chinese President X Jinping
todd a proup of mearly Do
dopen 1of IofFER Farogtives
Eutbeded ia a buildifg where

Bfijing enbdriaing s mont cx-
mlted poesti. “Your sapmpes-
tioms aré a wvery imposiamt
soarce of Inspiration for the
Chinee .

It wass car whksther b
Eroup Bed & chanse 1o disdai
baiineis uvoes kbn the workds
Ne. 2 cconomy—reporters
were wihered oul of Beljlng™s
Disoyutal Siafe Gueiibouse
witer Mr, X% remrorks. Bt the
remarks made in public were
supportive. "fom hawve all
maede positive contrtbutbons
o China's sducation of o0D
noaE Manapemeent,” be said
=1 highly sppreciste what you
have dane.”

Mr. Xi spoke beffore a gath-
eving of the sdvhiory board of
Telnghua Unlversity Schonl
of Eronomics and Manage-
maenl, which incedes execu-
thves from arcund ke workd
intended to be a sounding
board for busingss bswes in
Chins Attendeci froen oom
s brasyl sames incheded
Coca<Cola Co. Chairman amd
Chiefl Executive Muhtar Kent,
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Foreign Firms Get Scrutiny, Praise

Continued from first page
Wal-Mart Stores Inc. Chief Executive
Mike Duke, PepsiCo Inc. Chairman
and Chief Executive Indra Nooyi and
former Sony Corp. Chairman No-
buyuki Idei.

From the financial world, the
group included Blackstone Group LP
founder Stephen Schwarzman, Car-
lyle Group Managing Director David
Rubenstein, AXA SA Chairman and
Chief Executive Henri de Castries
and former American International
Group Inc. chief Maurice “Hank”
Greenberg.

Mr. Xi’s comments come at a
time when a number of foreign com-
panies have been put under a micro-
scope by Chinese state-run media
for allegations ranging from bribery
to overcharging consumers. The
most significant is an investigation
by Chinese officials into whether
China-based employees of drug
maker GlaxoSmithKline PLC bribed
doctors and officials in order to
boost sales.

Glaxo has said some of its em-
ployees may have violated both
company policy and Chinese law
and that it is cooperating. Andrew
Witty, Glaxo’s' chief executive, at-
tended the Tsinghua meeting last
year. 3

Industry watchers say that the
government typically targets multi-
national companies, which tend to
be leaders or have high profiles in
China, to initiate and encourage
change within industries.

In April, Apple CEO Tim Cook
apologized and said it would re-
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vamp some customer-service poli-
cies following criticism in state-run
media. Volkswagen in March said it
would recall more than 380,000 ve-
hicles after state media alleged
problems with the transmissions in
some of its most popular models.
Mr. Cook didn’t attend the meeting
but is sitting on the Tsinghua advi-
sory board this year, according to
the board’s website.

Others have faced less serious
accusations in the state media. Ear-
lier this week, China’s government-

controlled television broadcaster
criticized Starbucks, saying its
profit margins in China are exces-
sive. In a separate report, China
Central Television slammed Sam-
sung Electronics Co. for allegedly
charging consumers for repairs on
manufacturing errors.

Starbucks said figures CCTV
used in its criticism didn’t accu-
rately represent the company’s fi-
nancial results in China. Samsung
said it would respond to problems
and “remains committed to provid-

ing the highest quality products and
services.”

At the same time, China’s leaders
are gradually pushing structural re-
forms in the world’s second largest
economy that include creating a
level corporate playing field that
doesn’t favor state-owned compa-
nies. It also continues to enjoy ris-
ing investment from abroad—for-
eign direct investment for the first
nine months of the year totaled
$88.6 billion, up 6.2% from a year
earlier.

Mr. Xi has aimed to differentiate
himself from his predecessor, Hu
Jintao, by making himself more ac-
cessible, speaking in plainer lan-
guage and talking more directly to
businesses. In April, at the annual
Boao Forum for Asia in southern
China, he met publicly with execu-
tives of dozens of companies, such
as Samsung and Swedish truck
maker Volvo AB. Mr. Xi pledged
then to provide a “level playing field
for all market players.” He didn’t
provide specifics.

On Wednesday, the executives
lined up to.greet Mr. Xi as they en-
tered the meeting room. He wel-
comed each with a smile and a quick
thanks for coming, while an inter-
preter named the person and trans-
lated the response.

When shaking Mr. Xi’s hand, Mr.
Duke, of Wal-Mart, said he looked
forward to the dialogue. Mr. Kent, of
Coca-Cola, reminded Mr. Xi that
they had met before.

—Paul Mozur contributed
; to this article.
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